Non-anastomotic biliary strictures following orthotopic liver transplantation: treatment with percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage.
To report our experiences with percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage to treat non-anastomotic biliary strictures following orthotopic liver transplantation in an effort to evaluate the efficacy and safety of this procedure. From January 2002 to December 2011, forty-two consecutive patients (37 male and 5 female; aged 17-67 years, mean age 45.8 years) underwent percutaneous trans hepaticbiliary drainage for non-anastomotic biliary strictures.Twenty-six of them underwent percutaneous trans hepatic biliary drainage through right bile duct, 15 under-went bilateral (right bile duct and left bile duct) percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage with 12 patients through left bile duct in the second procedure, the remaining one underwent percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage through the left bile duct alone. Percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage was successfully completed in all 42 patients, 23 of whom gained treatment success after first procedure. The other 19 patients underwent percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage for the second time and 15 of them were successfully treated, the total success rate was 90.5% (38 in 42 cases). Procedure related complications were observed in 4 patients including cholangitis, sepsis, bleeding and acute pancreatitis. Percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage ap-pears to be an effective and safe treatment with high technical success rate and few major complications for non-anastomotic biliary strictures following orthotopic liver transplantation.